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After more than a century of deterioration, the Lord Nelson

monument in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, received a new,

hand-carved, Indiana limestone statue

By Tammy Mastroberte

Stone World

Residing 50 feet in the air on top of a neoclassic monument in

Cartier Square since its completion in 1809, the Lord Nelson

statue in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, was beginning to deteriorate.

Despite the efforts to sustain it, the statue was finally deemed

beyond repair, and steps were taken to find a suitable replacement.

“In the 1980s, the statue was taken down and sprayed with a

polyester resin to seal it, but this kept the moisture in, and did
Photo: 1. Hand-carved from a block of Indiana limestone,

the Lord Nelson statue in Montreal, Quebec, Canada,

architect Julie Boivin of the City of Montreal. " It was coming to replaced the deteriorated original 1809 structure on
the top of the mountain in Cartier Square.

not allow it to breath, so it began to break and explode," said

the point where it was actually dangerous.”

Originally constructed using British Coade stone, a popular
artificial stone in the 18th and early 19th century, a search
began for a material that could withstand the freeze/thaw
cycles of winter. The result — Indiana limestone — was chosen
for a variety of reasons.

"We looked up everything from cast concrete to metals, and
the stone was chosen because of the track record that Indiana
limestone has for outdoor monuments, and colour wise it
matched [the original] fairly well," said conservator Trevor
Gillingwater of Architectural Masonry Conservation in

Montreal.




