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The second and final instalment of a series on the restoration of
Old City Hall.

George Parcalidis, a city project manager, takes me inside Old
City Hall and up and elevator to the fourth floor. From there, we
pass through a door to Toronto’s largest attic. In the centre of
this palatial space stands a bungalow-sized shack built of ply-
wood, with a plastic roof.
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Here works Kevin McKay, project manager for Clifford Traditional Cut Stone works a slab of red sand-
. stone that will be used to replace aging
Restoration Ltd., the contractors for what Mr. McKay calls, stonework on the OId City Hall in Toronto

“probably the largest conservation project | know of in Canada.”
He's been here since Phase IV of restoring Old City Hall, involv-
ing 1,500 pieces of stone, began in December, 2003. “When will
it end?” | ask. “This year,” he replies. “Give him a date,” pleads
Mr. Parcalidis of the city’s Facilities and Real Estate Division. “I
need a date. The Mayor wants to know.”

Mr. McKay just smiles. Everyone wants a piece of him; he is also
restoring the Citytv building, Casa Loma and the Medical and
Related Sciences (MaRS) project at Toronto General Hospital.
His BlackBerry rings nine times in half an hour.

“I have a spreadsheet which is probably 1,400 rows by 10 to 45
columns, which tracks each stone’s length, breadth, depth,
delivery status, ticket status and coasting. | need 1,500 pieces

and almost every one is different,” he says.
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we go in Paris? We can look in our city. That's our history,
because I'm Canadian, right?”

When the crew here are done carving, they slip the stones to
0Old City Hall, where a team uses chainfalls to hoist then onto
the scaffolding to install on the building.

When the scaffolds on Queen Street come down, later this year
(they promise) all that will remain is phase V, restoring the east
side.

“Your kids and my kids are going to come down here one day
and say, ‘Hey, this is a beautiful building,” says Mr. Parcalidis,
sitting in the spectacular lobby of Old City Hall on a wood
bench, well-worn by generations of criminals, as my tour ends.

“There are some things that are worth holding on to. We should
hold on to them at almost any cost.”




